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possible to find a way around all ob-
stacles and overcome all spiritual

Wisdom 11:22--12:2

Ps 145:1-2,8-11,13-14

2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2
Luke 19:1-10

Monday October 31
Philippians 2:1-4

Ps 131:1b-3

Luke 14:12-14

Tuesday November 1
All Saints Day
Revelation 7:2-4,9-14
Ps 24:1b-6

1 John 3:1-3

Matthew 5:1-12a

Wednesday November 2
All Souls Day

Wisdom 3:1-9

Ps 23:1-6

Romans 5:5-11 or 6:3-9
John 6:37-40

Thursday November 3
Philippians 3:3-8a

Ps 105:2-7

Luke 15:1-10

Friday November 4
St. Charles Borromeo
Philippians 3:17 4:1

Ps 122:1-5

Luke 16:1-8

Saturday November 5
Philippians 4:10-19

Ps 112:1b-2,5-6,8a,9
Luke 16:9-15

Notice the deter-
mination of Zac-
chaeus in this
Sunday's Gospel
reading. His view
of Jesus was ob-
structed, but that
didn't stop him
from seeing Je-
sus. He had an
obstacle (the
crowd) and a
handicap (his short stature),
but he refused to allow any of
this to prevent him from
reaching his goal of getting a
clear view of Jesus.

In fact, Zacchaeus was so ea-
ger to experience Jesus that
he did something drastic: He
climbed a tree! Maybe he felt
embarrassed hanging onto a
tree limb; maybe onlookers
thought he was odd. Maybe
someone tried to talk him
down. Maybe the tree was
rough and tore his clothes
and scratched his skin. None
of that stopped him.

We all have handicaps — prej-
udices, misconceptions, bad
training, spiritual laziness,
fears and doubts, and so on —
which obstruct our view of Je-
sus. And we all have short

stature: we are much smaller than God and cannot see
the goodness that he sees in and beyond our hard-
ships. In our short-sightedness, we conclude that Jesus
has abandoned us, and we feel so very alone.

Instead, we should be like Zacchaeus. In our desire to
see Jesus fully, as he really is, we should do everything

handicaps.

Notice that once Zac-
chaeus climbed the
tree, Jesus zeroed in
on him and gave him
personal attention and
affirmation. How did
Zacchaeus respond?
He quickly descended
from the tree and wel-
comed Jesus with de-
light. He had so much
enthusiasm that he wanted to quad-
ruple the penance for his sins!

Do you see Jesus in the Eucharist at
Mass? If Zacchaeus' reaction to
Christ's presence isn't our reaction, it
means our view is still partly ob-
structed. We need to climb higher.

Reflect & Discuss:

1. What are you "short" on? What in
your faith life is too small? What
is crowding your life and obstruct-
ing an enthusiastic relationship
with Jesus? How can you over-
come this handicap so that you
can see Jesus and recognize his
nearness and hear his affirma-
tion?

2. Name signs of spiritual determi-
nation that you've seen in others.

3. Why are we able to see Jesus
better when we pray more fer-
vently, sing in Mass more enthu-
siastically, serve others more ea-
gerly, immerse ourselves in scrip-
ture more hungrily, care about
others more cheerfully, or donate
our treasures more generously?
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